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September 1st, 1972 marks the twelfth anniversary of VP-17 initially known as VP-772, the unit
was activated and became the first reserve squadron to participate in the Korean conflict our
predecessors flew 425 missions over ememy territory in the PB4 Y-2.

The squadron subsequently received a new aircraft, the P2V-6 and a new duty station at Whidbey
Island, Washington. VP-17 continued in this capacity of an outstanding ASW unit until 1956, when it was
redesignated Heavy Attack Mining Squadron 10. Serving as VA (HM) 10 for 3 years the squadron was
awarded the Chict of Naval Operations Commendation and was again designated VP-17 on 1 July, 1959.

Continuing with its anti-submarine warfare operations in the pacific, VP-17 was recognized for its
operational excellence in 1966. The squadron received the Chief of Naval Operations Maintenance and

Safety awards, along with the battle Efficiency “E” for squadrons in the Pacific. VP-17 was also awarded

the Isbell Trophy for excellence in ASW warfare maneuvers. This recognition in 1966 marked the team-

wo Sorals ;
rk and professionalism that would characterize the future operations of Patrol Squadron Seventeen.




The following year VP-17 made its final deployment in the P-2. Operating out of Sangley Point R.P.,
the squadron again demonstrated its operational capabilities when a single aircraft on the night of 29
February, 1967 gained contact, localized and tracked three enemy trawlers attempting to infiltrate Viet
Cong supplies. The location of these trawlers was passed to surface units which destroyed two and drove
the third back to the open sza. This action resulted in, among other commendations, the first
Distinguished Flying Cross awarded a patrol plane aviator since the Korean War.

The squadron then returned to Whidbey and in May, 1968, began its transition at Moffett Field to
the P-3 Orion. In conjunction with this transition, the squadron also accomplished a change of permanent
duty station to Barbers Point, Hawaii.

Since that transition the squadron has deployed again to Sangley Pr. and Iwakuni, Japan continuing to
meet every operational Commitment with the professionalism and dedication that has become a trademark
of Patrol Squadron Seventeen.

This volume of VP-17 history covers our deployment at Naha, Okinawa 1972. It is a pictorial
presentation of a squadron dedicated to the way of life called patrol aviation. It is submitted with

cognizance of a memorable heritage, pride in what we’ve accomplished here and a confidence in the

distinguished future of Patrol Squadron Seventeen.




COMMANDING OFFICER

CDR.HARLEY L. STUNTZII

To the officers and men of Patrol Squadron SEVENTEEN:

Deployment is a challenging experience not only for ourselves but also for the
families and loved ones we leave behind. It requires stamina and dedication to carry out
the stringent operational schedule with which we are tasked. Without the sincere

effort of every squadron member our assignments could not be fulfilled.

Since reporting to Naha in January we have contributed immeasurably towards
executing national policy and have acted vitally in the strategic defense of our country.
This has been accomplished through the daily patrols and special operations from which
intelligence, invaluable to higher operational authority, has been acquired.




I am personally grateful to every man for the long hours and diligent effort
that has been given. I am proud to have led the men of Patrol Squadron SEVENTEEN.
This cruise book is dedicated to you in hopes that in the years to come it will be a

reminder of the pride and devotion with which you served.

HE. o

H. L. STUNTZ 11




’
)
v
6.

EXECUTIVE OFFICER

CDR WILLIAM H.KETCHUM







EXECUTIVE DEPT

SAFETY-LCDR CROLL

Asst SAFETY-Lt BALUKONIS
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NATOPS ASSISTANT
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LCDR SCHWARTZ-Exec, Asst.

LTjg CARTER-LCEGAL LTig OVEREND-PAO




AMCS BAGNALL-LCPO

YNC LEONIDA-ADMIN CHIEF




LTig LATURNO-PAO

LTia LAUERMANN-SPEC. SERVICES LT. TRAUB-Asst PERSONNEL.




YN2 JONES

YN2 MERWIN

>
w
=
<
m
Z
1)
7
>

YN3 LANE
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CSSN SMITH
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LEE

PN3 CRESS

PNSN BARR
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PN3 FISHER

PN2 TELLES



The days begin the same,

As they pass, they melt into a

deployment-But aren’t they all different ?
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Preflight- hours on the ground insuring

safety and effectiveness in flight.
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The laughter of a crew and their dedication to a mission

launched with the competent support of those who remain behind.




Teamwork in a concerted effort.

Making them aware of our presence

Or a silent vigil.




A crew ;

Tired, but a

job well done !

VP-17 ASW
TEAMWORK

and
PROFESSIONALISM

And it starts again, Tomorrow :«»
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LCDR WILLIAMS - OPERATIONS

LTjg BARCLAY ASW
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LTjg McGROARTY - NAVIGATION/Asst .
SCHEDULES
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INTELLIGENCE
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LTjg MALEY
LOGS and RECORDS

AMHC FRASIER -
SCHEDULES CHIEF

OPS

LT KRAMER
Asst. OPERATIONS
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COMMUNICATIONS i
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THE TAIWAN FURNITURE FOLLIES
123

Begins with a new arrival of goodies::- ™ Be careful with that grandfather clock,
it cost me 8000 nt and 2 SSQ 151"

% They dropped my Puchenko machine |”

* Nobody is gonna carry my handcarved

- Teakwood commode but me |7
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.’ * That micro wave range is gonna be a Mr Schwartz was here just a minute ago--
'1 problem, but if we take out the sonobuoy We didn’t pack him in with
package” ---...

the roll top desk, -~ Did we ? 7

“ Take it easy, sir,
we’ll have you out

of there in no time | ”










NO, T Won
GRAB THE
WIRE TO

TEST | TV
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MAINTENANCE



LCDR LINK - MAINTENANCE

LCDR
CLAY
Asst.

LT LIFGREN
MAINT. ADMIN LTig
ROWBOTTOM

MAINT . TRAINING

LT. CRANDALL
Asst. AV/ WEAPONS

LTjg PHILLIPS
DATA ANALYSIS

.



LCDR GIBSON
MAINT . ADMIN

L

LT STRAWN -
MAINT . MAT. CON.

AFCM COOK
MAINT. CHIEF
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MAINT. CON .
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CONTROL

' SORRY . | |
UP A C

NO HAB

ADCS NEWLAN




LT. HOFER Asst. QUAL . ASSUR.

LT BRYANT QUAL . ASSUR.

QUALITY ASSURANCE

ADJC VIPPERMAN




AVCM CLARK

AT2 RICKARD

AMHC BECKETT

SIMMONS

ATI




\ LT MORRISON
POWER PLANTS
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ADJ2 JONES \_ ADJ LOWRY

ADJ3

AO1 NEITLES ADO CHIASSON ' AO2 COLLETTE




AEAN BARASJAS

ELECTRIC
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ELECT.

LT SPAULDING

AE3 BRUTON

SHOP

INST. BR.

AE3 JOHNSON




AE3 MURPHREE

AE2 RILEY

AE3 WAGNER
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LT TUCK
LINE DIV. OFF.
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AA REED

ADRI TANNER AA BLACKMAN AN WILCOCKSON



AN DYER

ADJAN MAY

AN DEROUCHEY




LT FINDRICK-MATERIAL CONTROL OFFICER

M A T E R IA L LTjo STEVINSON-Asst. MAT. CONTROL |
CONTROL

WOl MURDOFF
Asst. MAINT. ADMIN.
Asst. MATERIAL CONTROL
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'[AK1 BEGIN
NATERIAL CONT .

AK2 MILLER
MATERIAL CONT.

ADJAN SINGLETON

MATERIAL CONT .

AK3 APACIONDO "
MATERIAL CONT. | #

AK3 SORIANO
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STEPHENS




LT SIKES LT WHATLEY E
AVIONICS BRANCH AV/ARM DIVISION OFFICEF"
AT3 KEELING

! AX3 SNEED

AXAN KALKA AT3 WIELE AT2 GARCIA




ATI STEINEKE

AT3 SEYMORE

AX3 SOUKUP

AXAN SCHROEDER
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LT BUSHNELL - AIRFRAMES

LT MASON-Asst. AIRCRAFT DIVISION

AIRFRAMES

AMH3 BILL WADE AMH3 CHARLES WADE
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AMSAN SHARP



AMSAN TONKIN AMSAA WALLACE
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AME3 SMOCK

AVIATION
EQUIPMENT
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%y SCHWILKE AME3
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AMEAN HUTCHINSON
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AMS3 PRICE
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ADJ2 HUGHES ADJ2 SEVENSKI ADJ2 BUCKOWSKI ADJ2 FRANKEL

AMH3 LAMECKER - AIRFRAMES ELECT. INST- AE3 DAVIS

LTig MAGOUN-SURVIVAL OFF. AE3 WOLFF-ELECT INST




THE HAT

The man under the

the hat.




| WALKING THROUGH THE SQUADRON
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SCHEDUL almighty Grease Pencil |
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Admin - * No sir, your Flash Gordon
membership card and secret decoding

ring haven’t come in yet.”

o R — e

N

“ And this genuine LCDR Schwartz autograph
model writing tablet was a steal at 59&, but for
you L./AFN

S I don’t care what the gripe sheet |
says, there’s no way to get the game

of the week on this thing 1”




v This is the wing duty officer, -

* That’s funny,

I don’t

hear

launch the

a thing |

”

ready |7

Y But

* When does the next

go anywhere

A

[’'m the X.0O., let me

gedunk flight
?ﬂ

through | ”



sweep the floor every day 2~

*I’ve heard of a box lunch Mr. Owens ,

but this is ridiculous. ”

“ The boss says ya need protection |~

&

AVON

CALLING




v And [ thought you knew how to put it back on |~ .

* We show up on time, Why can’t the skipper ?”

S

Well don’t blame me if the schedule falls apart . AW shucks, she smiles at everybody .

e




1
We were all excited at the Prospect

of being extended |

T don’t care if you do put a prop on it, I still

‘don’t think it will fly!1”

|
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* The C.O.is still waiting for the stock number
of paddle balls 1”

You will not laugh at
any paddle ball jokes !
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TRAINING




LCDR ROHR-TRAINING OFF

A\

LTjg MIKUSI -READINESS OFF. LT HUMPHREY - AIRCREW DIVISION OFF.



LCDR FIELDS LT RAY
PILOT TRAINING ELECTRONIC WARFARE

LT SHEFFIELD- GROUND TRAINING

| YN3 LANE - TRAINING
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LT JOHNSON-WEAPONS TRAINING

LT RASFELD-ASW TACCO




; | LTig SANGER
o B SURVIVAL TRAINING OFFICER

LTjg KNECHTEL
NAVIGATION OFFICER

LTjg SCHRECK
ASW TACTICS/LOCAL




AWCM BONNETT
AW BRANCH OFF./S.E.A
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y AN HAYGOOD ADJ3 HUNT

OmME>ITMI—-D>

AMS2 HARRIS Jult T i i
AMS2 ERICKSON




' AO3 PEASE

PR3 LYSENGEN

AV EQUIP
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csS3 ZAFFT

SD3 RAGASA SD1 DELOS REYES
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PPE LT J.W. WHATLEY
PPC LT D.W. PURDY
TAC LT J.H. RASFELD

| NAV LTJG E.W. PHILLIPS

! NAV LTJG J.E. McGROARTY
NAV ENS W.S. OBRIEN
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ENS BILL O’BRIEN
EDITOR

LTjg MIKE LAUERMANN
EDITOR

PH3 ISENHART
PHOTOGRAPHER

YN2 LORIN JONES
EDITOR




This pictorial documentation of a very memorable chapter of the history of
VP-17 is the culmination of weeks of intensified confusion on the part of the
staff. We endeavored to capture the spirit and problems and friendships and
memories that were part of this deployment.

We hope this book remains as a permanent memory, reflecting the moods

and spirit of the men of VP-17. ’ 5o

EDITORS
ENS BILL O'BRIEN

LTJG MIKE LAUERMANN CEHIRIBUTORS
STAFF AT2 WEST
‘ AW3 MURPHY YHE: LORN JOHES AW3 MACDONALD
' YN2  MERWIN CHIEF PHOTOGRAPHER LT RASFELD
ATC  WOODS PH3 ISENHART AW2 HERRING
AME3 MULLINS PN2 TELLES
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